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wild, unsteady step. Suddenly the afflatus descends; there
is no mistaking that glare, or those frantic leaps. He snorts,
he stares, he gyrates. The demon has now taken bodily
possession of him; and though he retains the power of utter-
ance and of .motion, both are under the demon's control,
and his separate consciousness is in abeyance. The by-
standers signalize the event by raising a long shout, attended
with a peculiar vibratory noise, caused by the motion of th
hand and tongue, or the tongue alone. The devil-dancer is
now worshipped as a present deity; and every bystander
consults him respecting his disease, his wants, the welfare o
his absent relatives, the offerings to be made for the accom-
plishment of his wishes, and, in short, respecting everything
for which superhuman knowledge is supposed to be available.
As the devil-dancer acts to admiration the part of a maniac,
it requires some experience to enable a person, to interpret
his dubious or unmeaning replies, his muttered voices and
uncouth gestures; but the wishes of the parties who consult
him help them greatly to interpret his meaning."

These ceremonies are repeated annually or oftener, espe-
cially during the prevalence of epidemics. On these
occasions it was sad and distressing to hear the beating
of drums all night, and the shrill and prolonged cries of the
frantic worshippers; while we knew that the sick were
deserted by their relatives through fear of infection, or were
lying in the solitude of their own houses, perishing of pain-
fully consuming diseases, in physical neglect, and mental and
spiritual darkness and misery.

The question of the reality of any instance of professed
demoniacal possession cannot readily be answered. I my-
self have never seen or known a case in which there was
proved to be aught beyond imposture, imagination, or
disease. Most of oui Christian converts, who were once
devil-dancers, only assert that "something came over them."